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NBA I/14; BC A87
2. Day of Pentecost (BWV 173, 68, 174)
*Acts 10:42–48 (The Holy Spirit descends on the 
Gentiles at Cornelius’ house while Peter preaches)
*John 3:16–21 (God sent his Son so that the world 
might be saved through him.)
Librettist: Picander (Christian Friedrich Henrici)
FP: 6 June 1729 (Leipzig: St. Thomas in the
morning and St. Nicholas at afternoon
vespers)
This cantata is part of Bach's
"Picander Cycle" (see note).
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Arrangement of Brandenburg Concerto 3/1 (BWV 1048/1)with added horns, ripieno oboes and strings, and 
new continuo parts. (Bach had taken over the directorship of the Collegium musicum a few months earlier.)
The movement outweighs the rest of the cantata.
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Form: Sinfonia - Aria (A) - Recit (T) - Aria (B) - Chorale.
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Cantata Cycle IV (“Picander Cycle”) 
The beginning of Bach’s fourth cantata cycle coincided with the 1728 publication of a cycle of church cantatas by Picander (Christian Friedrich Henrici), entitled Cantaten auf die Sonn- und Fest-Tage durch das gantze Jahr (Cantatas on Sundays and Feast-days throughout the whole Year). The poet’s preface, dated 24 June 1728, indicates that these librettos were to be set by Bach. Writing another homogenous cycle probably appealed to Bach, who had worked closely with Picander a year earlier with the completion of the St. Matthew Passion. It is unclear, however, whether Bach set Picander’s entire cycle—surviving cantatas include only BWV 197a (incomplete) 171, 156, 84 (composed already in 1727), 159, 190 (fragment), 145, 174, 149, 188, and 157 (which employs a Picander libretto from outside the 1728 publication). See Johann Sebastian Bach. The Learned Musician (New York: W. W. Norton, 2000), p. 284; also Alfred Dürr, The Cantatas of J. S. Bach, revised and translated by Richard Jones (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005) 40–41.
	One of the features of the Picander Cycle is the mixing of text types and genres within the same movement, resulting in hybrid forms reminiscent of Cycle II. Examples include 171/5 (bass recitative alternating with arioso), 159/1 (bass arioso and alto recitative, creating a dramatic dialogue), and 159/2 (an alto aria with soprano chorale doubled by oboe). Several cantatas in the Picander cycle continue Bach’s recent tendency in Cycle III to adapt movements from earlier instrumental works for introductory sinfonias. Among these works are BWV 188, 156, 174.
	Picander republished the complete cantata cycle in volume 3 of Ernst-Schertzhaffte und Satyrische Gedichte (1732). A second edition was issued in 1737. 
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Alfred Dürr writes, “The content of the libretto relies entirely on the introductory words of the Gospel reading, ‘God so loved the world….’ On this basis, according to the first aria, the Christian’s love of God rests; the recitative, no. 3, includes a meditation on these words, in which they are quoted literally; and the second aria, no. 4, is addressed to the assembled congregation, who are invited to lay hold of the salvation manifest in God’s love so that they may be included among those who believe in Him and gain eternal life. The concluding chorale—the first verse of the hymn by Martin Schalling (1569)—returns to the ideas of the opening aria in the words ‘Heartily will I love you, O Lord.’” See Alfred Dürr, The Cantatas of J. S. Bach, revised and translated by Richard Jones (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), p. 363.
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Instrumentation:
Corno da caccia I, II (added)
Ob I, II (added)
Taille (added)
Vln ripieno I, II (added)
Viola ripiena (added)
Violino concertato I, II, III
Viola concertata I, II, III
Violoncello concertato I, II, III
SATB
Continuo (Fagotto, Violone, Organo) 
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"The string ensemble, which formerly functioned as a single group, now becomes a concertino set against a ripieno body of horns, oboes, and strings, a structural modification that replaces the original concept of nine instruments on equal terms with something fundamentally different" (Dürr, p. 364).
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A  cantata emphasizing the reciprocal love of God and believer.
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●Loving God with all one’s heart because he loved us (174/2). 
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“Lilting dotted rhythms in 6/8 meter and intertwining oboes lend a distinclty pastoral air” (Malcolm Boyd in J. S. Bach. Oxford Composer Companions, ed. Malcolm Boyd (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999), p. 235.
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Text Box
In the context of the day’s Gospel reading (John 3:16–21) the poet responds with an allusion to the “Greatest Commandment,” which formed the basis of an interaction between Jesus and a lawyer (see note).
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Alto is often the voice of intimate faith.
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This type of aria is called a “Devisenarie” (a term coined by Hugo Riemann) or “motto aria.” After the ritornello, the singer presents the first phrase of the aria as a kind of motto. This is followed by a short instrumental bridge before the aria proper begins. The motto sets the tone (and the literary perspective) for the movement. The text’s allusion to the commandment to love God with heart, soul, and mind allows Picander to create a play on words: ‘I love the Most High... he loves me most highly too.’ This reciprocal love, which corresponds to Christ’s promise that the Father will love whoever loves him (see John 14:23), prompts Bach to write an imitative movement for two oboes.
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For word-for-word translations, see Unger, Handbook to Bach's Sacred Cantata Texts.
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Matthew 22:35–38. …A lawyer, asked [Jesus] a question, to test him. “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind (Luther 1545: Gemüte). This is the great and first commandment.” (Also Mark 12:30–31, Luke 10:27, Deuteronomy 6:5.)
Philippians 1:21. To me to live is Christ…
Galatians 2:20. …I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me.
*John 3:16. For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
Deuteronomy 5:7. [God said,] “You shall have no other gods before me.” (Also Exodus 20:3.)
Matthew 4:10 [Jesus]: “…It is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’” (Also Luke 4:8, Deuteronomy 6:13–14.)
Philippians 3:8. …I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord…
Matthew 13:44–46 [Jesus]: The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.
James 1:17. Every good endowment and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.
Psalm 36:9–10. [O Lord,] with thee is the fountain of life (Luther 1545: lebendige Quelle); in thy light do we see light.
Psalm 73:25. [O Lord,] whom have I in heaven but thee? And there is nothing upon earth that I desire besides thee.
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●Love of God that gave Son as ransom is like no other (174/3).  
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*John 3:16. God so loved the world that he gave his only Son…
1 John 4:9–10. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the expiation for our sins.
1 John 3:16. By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us…
John 15:13 [Jesus]: Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.
Romans 5:6–8. While we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Why, one will hardly die for a righteous man—though perhaps for a good man one will dare even to die. But God shows his love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.
Mark 10:45 [Jesus]: The Son of man also came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom (Luther 1545: Bezahlung) for many.
*John 3:16–17. God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish (Luther 1545: verloren werden) but have eternal life. For God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. (Also 1 Thessalonians 5:9–10.)
Matthew 1:21. You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.
Isaiah 11:1, 10. There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse…In that day the root of Jesse shall stand as an ensign (Luther 1545: Panier) to the peoples; him shall the nations seek… (Also Isaiah 11:12.)
Matthew 16:15–18. [Jesus] said to [his disciples], “Who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jona! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.” And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the powers of death (Luther 1545: Pforten der Hölle) shall not prevail against it.
1 John 3:8. …The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.
Hebrews 2:14–15. Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, [Christ] himself likewise partook of the same nature, that through death he might destroy him who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong bondage.
Colossians 2:15. [Christ] disarmed the principalities and powers and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in him.
James 2:19. …Even the demons believe—and shudder.
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Matthew 16:15–18. [Jesus] said to [his disciples], “Who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jona! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.” And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the powers of death (Luther 1545: Pforten der Hölle) shall not prevail against it.
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(God so loved the world, the world, the wicked world, which angered and grieved him.)

Martin Petzoldt writes, “These lines deal with the idea of contempt for the world, which Bach apparently rejected. Texts set to music by Bach often contain the idea of world criticism, but not that of world contempt. Nevertheless, the citation from John 3:16 remains and introduces the second section; and with that, it is at the zenith of the entire cantata (line 16), which Bach’s text abridgment does not change.” See Bach-Kommentar 2:1029.
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*John 3:18 [Jesus]: He who believes in [the Son] is not condemned; he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.
Mark 16:16 [Jesus]: He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.
Romans 10:9. If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
Ephesians 2:8–9. For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God—not because of works, lest any man should boast.
1 Timothy 6:12. Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called (Luther 1545: Kämpfe den guten Kampf des Glaubens; ergreife das ewige Leben Zeugen).
Luke 12:32 [Jesus]: Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.
Hebrews 3:14. We share in Christ, if only we hold our first confidence firm to the end.
Revelation 2:25 [Christ]: Only hold fast what you have, until I come. (Also Revelation 3:11.)
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Psalm 73:25–26. [O Lord,] whom have I in heaven but thee? And there is nothing upon earth that I desire besides thee. (Luther 1545: Wenn ich nur dich habe, so frage ich nichts nach Himmel und Erde.) My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion (Luther 1545: Trost und Teil) for ever. 
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Matthew 22:37–38 [Jesus]: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment.
Psalm 18:1. I love thee, O Lord, my strength… (Luther 1545: Herzlich lieb habe ich dich, Herr meine Stärke…)
Psalm 22:11. [O Lord,] be not far from me, for trouble is near and there is none to help. (Also Psalm 35:22–23, 38:21–22, 71:12.)
1 John 2:15–17. Do not love the world or the things in the world. If any one loves the world, love for the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life, is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world passes away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides for ever.
James 4:4. Unfaithful creatures! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.
Psalm 73:25–26. [O Lord,] whom have I in heaven but thee? And there is nothing upon earth that I desire besides thee. (Luther 1545: Wenn ich nur dich habe, so frage ich nichts nach Himmel und Erde.) My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion (Luther 1545: Trost und Teil) for ever. 
Habakkuk 3:17–19. Though the fig tree do not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation. God, the Lord, is my strength…
Psalm 142:5. I cry to thee, O Lord; I say, Thou art my refuge (Luther 1545: Zuversicht), my portion in the land of the living. (Zuversicht: also Psalm 46:1, 61:3, 62:7, 71:5, 7).
Romans 8:35, 38–39. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?…I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
1 Peter 1:18–19. You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. (Also Ephesians 2:13, 1 John 1:7, Hebrews 13:12, Revelation 5:9.)
John 20:27–28. [Jesus, appearing to his disciples after his resurrection] said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side; do not be faithless, but believing.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”
1 Corinthians 12:3. …No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.
Psalm 63:8. [O Lord,] my soul clings to thee; thy right hand upholds me.
Psalm 31:1. In thee, O Lord, do I seek refuge; let me never be put to shame (Luther 1545: laß mich nimmermehr zu Schanden werden): in thy righteousness deliver me!
Psalm 71:1. In thee, O Lord, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame! (Also Psalm 25:2–3, 25:20, 31:17.)
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