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Christmas Day: BWV 63, 91, 110, 248-I, 191). 
*Titus 2:11–14 (The grace of God has appeared)
or: *Isaiah 9:2–7 (The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; unto us a child is born)
*Luke 2:1–14 (The birth of Christ, announcement to 
the shepherds, the praise of the angels)
Libretto: Luke 2:14 (from  the "Ordinarium 
missae" rather than the Vulgate) plus 
the shorter doxology ("Gloria patri").
In the liturgy, canticles, including 
"Gloria in excelsis") were 
concluded with the "Gloria patri," 
as Old Testament psalms were.
FP: probably 
25 December 1742
(see note above).
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(From the 1733 Missa, no. 4, "Gloria") ●Luke 2:14 (191/1).  
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Text Box
The autograph score bears the inscriptioin, "J.J. Festo Nativit: Xsti. Gloria in excelsis Deo." This has been widely interpreted as meaning Christmas Day, though it more likely refers to the 3-day Christmas Festival generally (see Markus Rathey, "Zur Entstehungsgeschichte von Bachs Universitätsmusik “Gloria in Excelsis Deo” BWV 191" in Bach-Jahrbuch 2013:319–328. Rathey argues that the heading for the second movement, "Post Orationem," does not mean "after the sermon," as other scholars have suggested, but "after an academic speech." Since an invitation to the speech for 25 December 1742 at the University Church uniquely contains a scholarly interpretation of Luke 2:14 ("Glory to God in the highest"), Rathey concludes that Bach's work was performed there on that day at 12:00 noon. For a summary of earlier research, see Alfred Dürr, The Cantatas of J. S. Bach, revised and translated by Richard Jones (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), p. 106, citing Gregory Butler, "J. S. Bachs Gloria in excelsis Deo BWV 191: Musik für ein Leipziger Dankfest," Bach-Jahrbuch, 1992, 65–71. See note for more.
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This concerto-style movement was adopted virtually without change from the "Gloria" of the 1733 B minor Missa (see note). Trumpets (with timpani) and quick triple meter are associated with the jubilant heavenly choir.
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Sticky Note
For details of the relationship between the "Gloria" of the 1733 Missa and BWV 191, see the critical report by Alfred Dürr in the Neue Bach Ausgab I/2 (1957), 156 ff.
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Form of No. 1
Concerted sinfonia introducing fugue subject (mm. 1-25) 
Gloria…: fugal/homophonic (25-100) 
Et in terra pax: chordal motto, then imitative (101-120) 
Et in terra pax: fugue with homophonic sections (121-176) 
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Form: Chorus - Duet (S/T) - Chorus.
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Carus BWV 191
Foreword

In the 2014 Carus edition of BWV 191, Ruprecht Langer (with translation by David Kosviner) writes, 

“The Christmas music Gloria in excelsis Deo BW 191 presents Bach research with a series of hitherto unresolved questions regarding not only the occasion and the date for which it was composed, but also the provenance of the manuscripts, the exact purpose of the work and notational idiosyncrasies. However, the musical text of the present Christmas music presents fewer puzzles since the three movements parody the Kyrie and the Gloria (i. e., the Gloria, Domine Deus, and Cum sancto Spiritu thereof) of the Missa BWV 232—which was later expanded into the B minor Mass—almost note-for-note. Whereas the Missa had already been composed in 1733, examinations of the watermarks and handwriting characteristics prove that the present work, BWV 191, was put down in writing ten years later, between 1743 and 1746.[1] The B minor Mass, however, was only completed in 1748/1749, towards the end of Bach’s life.
	“Bach researchers are divided on the question of the festive music’s function. As to whether it was played instead of a “cantata,” i.e., before and after the sermon, is still—for various reasons—the subject of critical debate. Bach, like his predecessors in Leipzig, used figural sacred music with Latin texts, psalm settings and excerpts from mass texts during church services. The possibility, however, that the work might have been performed during the service in place of the Gloria[2] raises new issues. The Gloria alone—in its shortened form, not preceded by the Kyrie—would hardly have been adequate for the requirements of a feast day liturgy. The possibility that BWV 191 may have been combined with a Kyrie seems improbable, since the shortening and alteration of the text with the trinitarian Doxology which follow would have also changed the function of the Gloria.
	“Arnold Schering already conjectured that this music was composed for one particular Christmas in politically significant times.[3] Gregory G. Butler suggests a particular service of thanksgiving held on 25 December 1745 in the “Paulinerkirche”: on this day, the peace treaty ending the Second Silesian War was signed in Dresden, which meant the end of the occupation of Leipzig.[4] At first, it seems unusual that such an auspicious performance occasion should not have been noted on the autograph score. However, since the customary cover for the score is missing, it is quite possible that Bach recorded the decisive details on it.[5]
	“The exact wording on the title page (J.J. Festo Nativit: Xsti), as well as the comment Post Orationem at the beginning of the second movement offer room for further speculation. According to Markus Rathey, the title merely refers to the temporal allocation to the Christmas season, not to a liturgical placement. Since the term “Oratio” was, at that time, used far more frequently to denote a Latin speech than a sermon, it is reasonable to suppose that BWV 191 was performed during the Christmas season within the framework of a university ceremony in the Paulinerkirche in Leipzig.[6]
	“On the basis of the available source material it is, however, impossible to ascertain why Bach should have performed the music for a Christmas oration in the university church which—at that time—was the responsibility of university director Johann Gottlieb Görner?”

Notes
1. Cf. Yoshitake Kobayashi, “Zur Chronologie der Spätwerke Johann Sebastian Bachs. Kompositions- und Aufführungstätigkeiten von 1736 bis 1750,” in: Bach-Jahrbuch, 1988, p. 52.
2. Cf. Philipp Spitta, Johann Sebastian Bach, vol. 2, 2nd unrevised printing, Leipzig, 1916, p. 507.
3. Cf. Arnold Schering, “Die hohe Messe in h-moll. Eine Huldigungsmusik und Krönungsmesse für Friedrich August II,” in: Bach-Jahrbuch, 1936, p. 6, note 1.
4. Cf. Gregory G. Butler, “Johann Sebastian Bachs Gloria in excelsis Deo BWV 191: Musik für ein Leipziger Dankfest,” in: Bach-Jahrbuch, 1992, pp. 65–70.
5. Cf. Butler, p. 66, note 10.
6. Cf. Markus Rathey, “Zur Entstehungsgeschichte von Bachs Universitätsmusik ‘Gloria in Excelsis Deo’ BWV 191,” in: Bach-Jahrbuch, 2013, p. 321.

See Johann Sebastian Bach. The Sacred Vocal Music Complete Edition. Cantatas (Stuttgart: Carus Verlag, 2017), vol. 16, p. 70 (Ruprecht Langer, translated by David Kosviner). 
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Last changed: 23 December 2025.
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Latin Christmas Cantata. The music originated in the 1733  Missa and was used again in the B-minor Mass.
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A slower tempo, quadruple meter, without trumpets and timpan,i are associated with earthly peace.
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notes for "pax" ("peace"). See also continuo bass.
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●Shorter Doxology ("Gloria Patri"), Part A (191/2). 
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This music of this movement was taken from the "Domine Deus," of the 1733 B minor Missa and shortened slightly (the minor-key ending is omitted). See note for more.
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Martin Petzoldt writes, “If further proof were needed that BWV 191 is a standard piece of proper liturgical music, it could be found in the heading above movements 2 and 3, which indicates that they are to be performed Post Orationem; this reference is usually synonymous with a performance sub communione, i.e., during the distribution of the Eucharist. A performance Post Orationem in the Vespers service had no place where this could have happened. Nor was there any celebration of the Eucharist in the Vespers service.” See Bach-Kommentar 2:135, translated from the German.
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Martin Petzoldt notes, “The reworking refers to a few minor changes in the melody, which are mainly related to the adaptation of the text—mostly in cadenza-like phrases (bars 22, 30, 37, 38, 40, 42, 50, 51, 55, 57-59). The text is evenly distributed throughout the movement; the only accentuation is that the coloratura consistently falls on the word Gloria, thus audibly emphasizing it; in the original version, it was the alternately used terms unigenite, [Rex] coelestis, and Domine. This is certainly intended to establish a connection with the opening movement, for the pertinent reference in connection with the Gospel of the 1st day of Christmas is provided by the angelic praise, which is now taken up in the formula appropriated by the Church and the Christian community.” 

See Bach-Kommentar 2:135, translated from the German original.
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Martin Petzoldt argues that dividing the "Gloria Patri" into two parts (movements), with the first part sung "soloistically" accords with the liturgical practice of having the first part of the doxology sung by a cantor, the second part sung as a congregational response. See Bach-Kommentar 2:136.

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Flutes

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
A7

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
D major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
D major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Extended dominant...

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
D major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
D major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
D7

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Flutes lead...



J.S. Bach - Church Cantatas  BWV 191

20

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Vln I

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Flites

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Vln I

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Flutes

Microsoft Account
Highlight

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Vln I

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G7

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
C major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
(D7)

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major



J.S. Bach - Church Cantatas  BWV 191

21

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Vln II/Vla

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Flutes

Microsoft Account
Highlight

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Strings

Microsoft Account
Highlight

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Flutes

Microsoft Account
Highlight

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Vln I

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G7

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
C major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
(D7)

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
A7

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
D major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
D major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
D7



J.S. Bach - Church Cantatas  BWV 191

22

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Vln I, II

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Flutes

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Flutes

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Vln I

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Flutes

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Stings

Microsoft Account
Highlight

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G7

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
C major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
C major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
D7

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major



J.S. Bach - Church Cantatas  BWV 191

23

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Flutes

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Highlight

Microsoft Account
Highlight

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Strings

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major



J.S. Bach - Church Cantatas  BWV 191

24

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Flutes

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Highlight

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Extended dominant...

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major



J.S. Bach - Church Cantatas  BWV 191

25

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Bach omits the minor-key ending of the 
"Domine Deus" in the 1733 Missa (mm. 75–95).

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Flutes

Microsoft Account
Highlight

Microsoft Account
Highlight

Microsoft Account
Highlight

Microsoft Account
Highlight

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Strings

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Flutes

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Strings

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Flutes

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Extended dominant...

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
D7

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Extended dominant...



J.S. Bach - Church Cantatas  BWV 191

26

mpeau
Typewritten Text
191/3.

mpeau
Typewritten Text
1.

mpeau
Typewritten Text
(From the 1733 B minor Missa, "Cum Sancto Spiritu") 
●Shorter Doxology ("Gloria Patri"), Part B (191/3). 
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This music of this movement was taken from the "Cum Sancto Spiritu" of the 1733 B minor Missa and lengthened slightly (see note).
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