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NBA I/18; BC A113
8. S. after Trinity (BWV 136, 178, 45)
*Rom. 8:12–17 (All who are led by the Spirit of God are sons 
of God)
*Mt. 7:15–23 (Sermon on the Mount: beware of false prophets, 
you will know them by their fruits)
Librettist: perhaps Christoph Helm
FP: 11 August 1726 (St. Thomas) (Third Cantata Cycle)
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Instrumentation:
Flauto traverso I, II
Oboe I, Oboe II d'amore
Vln I, II
Vla
SATB
Continuo, Organo
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45/1. Chorus
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●Righteous living is what God requires: Micah 6:8; related to the
Gospel reading of the day (more below) (45/1).
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Form: Part 1. Chorus - Recit (T) - Aria (Tenor)    Part 2. Arioso (B) - Aria (A) - Recit (A) - Chorale
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The libretto came from a libretto cycle associated with the court at Meiningen. These librettos were bipartite or symmetrical in form, the first half beginning with an Old Testament text, the second half with a New Testament text. See first side note for more. Cantata 45 has a chiastic form. Bach often used such x-shaped/symmetrical forms to portray Luther’s theologia crucis, which stressed the inverted order of God’s revelation: that God chose to reveal himself through suffering rather than through glory and the corollary that the Christian disciple must likewise accept—and even choose—
		           cross-bearing over self-exaltation. In Bach’s chiastic forms, center
		           movements (where the mirror image begins) often provide the crux of the
			         matter. There antithetical elements meet or are paradoxically
			         inverted. See second side note for more as well as note at 45/4. 
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Central (pivot) movements in Bach's chiastic forms often provide the crux of the matter. There opposites meet or are paradoxically inverted. Some examples include BWV 4/5, 5/4, 7/4, 9/4, 17/4, 19/4, 24/3, 28/3, 29/5, 31/5, 45/4, 48/4, 58/1, 63/4, 65/4.

Martin Petzoldt diagrams the arch form of Cantata 45: 

4. B Arioso. Overthrow of nominal Christians

5. A Aria. Heartfelt/sincere profession of God
3. T Aria. Knowledge of God's will [leads to an accounting].
		
6. A Recit. Assessment with own conscience
2. T Recit. God’s will expressed in the Law	
7. Chorale. Prayer for a life according to God’s will.
1. Chorus. God’s will is known to humans	

See Bach Kommentar 1:187.
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Fl II, Ob d'am II, 
Vln II
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Fugue subject 
with 3 sections
(see m. 54ff.), apparently related to final chorale opening.
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 "Nämlich" (N) motive 
(see m. 107)
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The ritornello provides the basic thematic material for the movement. See side note.
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From February 1726 (Purification), onwards, Bach apparently ceased composing cantatas, offering instead a string of cantatas by a remote cousin who worked at the court of Meiningen, Johann Ludwig Bach. Possible reasons include problems with his performing resources, the need to work on the St. Matthew Passion (performed the following year), and/or general dissatisfaction with his employment situation. Only a few of Bach’s own cantatas were performed, a situation that began to change after Trinity (16 June 1726).
	From 30 May (Ascension Day—the third anniversary of Bach’s start in Leipzig), Bach began producing new works more regularly, though none exist for the second to fourth weeks after Trinity, perhaps due to his daughter’s death on 29 June. Seven of the new works use Meiningen-style librettos, originating in an anonymous Rudolstadt publication of librettos (1704, reprinted 1726; also set by Johann Ludwig Bach), whose inclusion of Old and New Testament scriptures for structural demarcation allowed for a bipartite design (BWV 43, 39, 88, 187, 45, 102, and 17). Almost invariably, these cantatas have expansive opening choruses (BWV 88 is an exception). 
	Alfred Dürr writes, “In the Trinity period of 1726 Bach twice more drew upon Lehms’s 1711 cycle (BWV 170 and 35). Apart from these and a few more cantatas by Johann Ludwig Bach, however, the period from Ascension to the Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity is devoted to a group of works whose librettos are drawn from the same cycle as Johann Ludwig Bach’s cantatas, a cycle notable for its far-reaching formal uniformity. Of the seven cantatas that belong to this group, one, BWV 43, represents the so-called ‘long form’ (Scheide) which has the movement order: biblical text (OT)–recitative–aria–biblical text (NT)–strophic poem–chorale. The other six represent the ‘short form’, in which an aria-recitative pair replaces the strophic poem, giving rise to the following seven-movement order: biblical text (OT)–recitative–aria–biblical text (NT)–aria–recitative–chorale. The overall form may either be conceived as bipartite, since each half is introduced by a biblical text, or else as symmetrical, centred around the New Testament text. The following Bach cantatas exhibit this text structure: BWV 39, 88, 187, 45, 102, and 17.” See Dürr/Jones, The Cantatas of J. S. Bach, 37.
	For a further discussion of the Meiningen libretto cantatas, see Hans-Joachim Schulze, “Johann Sebastian Bachs dritter Leipziger Kantatenjahrgang und die Meininger ‘Sonntags- und Fest-Andachten’ von 1719,” Bach-Jahrbuch
 88 (2002): 193–199. See also Konrad Küster, “Meininger Kantatentexte um Johann Ludwig Bach.” Bach-Jahrbuch 73 (1987): 159–164; “Die Frankfurter und Leipziger Überlieferung der Kantaten Johann Ludwig Bachs,” Bach-Jahrbuch 75 (1989): 65–106. The Meiningen text print was by an anonymous author, published 1704 and republished in Rudolstadt in 1726: Sonn- und Fest-Tags-Andachten über die ordentlichen Evangelia: Aus gewissen Biblischen Texten Alt- und Neuen Testaments, Für die Hoch-Fürstl. Schwartzb. Hof-Capelle zu Rudolstadt, Zur Ehre Gottes aufs neue aufgelegt.
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45/1, mm. 1-36. Ritornello. EM
37-54. 3 choral blocks (text phrase 1a three times) EM
54-101. Fugue (text phrase 1a+1b) EM-BM
102-158 Ritornello with choral insertion of text phrase 2 given three times) BM-AM
159-169. Ritornello AM-EM
169-186. Text phrase 1a three times. EM
186-228. Ritornello with choral insertion of text phrases 
1a+1b / 2. EM
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Alfred Dürr writes, "The opening chorus is a splendid example of those complex choruses by the mature Bach which are nonetheless developed out of a single theme. The complexity here results from a structural alternation between the threefold imitative passage with which the choral parts enter ('Es ist dir gesagt'), the sung fugal exposition that follows, and choral insertion within the partial reprise of the introductory instrumental sinfonia. The repeated return of various passages—only the fugal exposition does not recur—leads to an alternation between fugal and concertante principles, in which sometimes the choir and at other times the instruments are ascendant. Hence Bach achieves the variety within thematic unity that is characteristic of his large-scale Leipzig choruses to biblical words." See Dürr/Jones, The Cantatas of J. S. Bach, p. 463.
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Three-fold imitative presentation of the first part of the first text phrase ("You have been told") (mm. 37–54). EM. 
The first two presentations begin with the bass, the voice of authority. Order of entries: B-S-A-T, B-T-A-S, T-B-S-A.
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Note: Articulation and dynamics markings are editorial.
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Note: The frequent three-fold repetition of text units appears to reflect the 3 things God requires as referenced in the text: keep God's word, practice love, and walk humbly with God. The Old Testament Passage employed here is related to the Gospel reading of the day: "You will know them by their fruits…Not every one who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven" (Matthew 7:20–21). 
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Alfred Dürr writes, "[The] idea that God makes His will known to man and demands its fulfillment, is pursued in the madrigalian verse [that follows in subsequent movements]." See Dürr/Jones, "The Cantatas of J. S. Bach," 462. 
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Fugue on the first complete text line: "You have been told what is good and what God requires of you" (mm. 54–101). EM-BM
The initial descending order of entries is perhaps symbolic of God having spoken down to humanity.
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The note E functions as the plumbline against which everything is measured. Thus it depicts God's "Richtschnur," referenced in the next movement. See also 45/2 (m. 5), 45/5 (m. 64).
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Ritornello with choral insertion of text phrase 2, presented 3 times (mm. 102–158). BM-AM. 
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The "Es ist dir gesagt" motive is combined with the "nämlich" motive (as at the beginning of the ritornello), suggesting immediacy and urgency: God has spoken and there is no ambiguity about what he has commanded.
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Text painting: Long notes for "halten" (to hold/keep [God's word]). This is quite different from English bibles, which have "to do justly" or "to do justice."
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Ritornello (mm. 159–169). AM-EM
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Ritornello with choral insertion (mm. 186–228). EM.
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Text phrase 1a+b (mm. 186–199). 
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Fl I, Ob I, Vln I have highest note at "keep God's command" (also m. 132).
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●God’s will is made known, servants must obey (45/2). This is an amplification of the previous movement's biblical text.
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Possible allusion to Isaiah 28:17 [God]: "I will make justice the line (Luther 1545: Richtschnur), and righteousness the plummet…"
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The note E functions as the plumbline against which everything is measured. Thus it depicts God's "Richtschnur," referenced in the next movement. See 45/1 (m. 55), 45/2 (m. 5), 45/5 (m. 64).

Microsoft Account
Line



J.S. Bach - Church Cantatas  BWV 45

28

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
45/3. Aria

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
1.

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
●Servants of God will have 
to give strict account (45/3).


Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
7.

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
13.

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
19.

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
25.

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
C# minor

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
C# minor

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
C# minor

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
C# minor

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
C# minor

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
C# minor

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
E major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
C#(7)

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
(C#7)

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
C#7

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
F# minor

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
F# minor

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
F# minor

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
C# minor

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
B# dim.7

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G#(7)

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G#7

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
C# major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
(F#7)

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
D# major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
D#7

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G# major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Strings

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Ritornello

Microsoft Account
Oval

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Polygonal Line

Microsoft Account
Text Box
The "either/or" of threatened punishment vs. promised reward after a strict accounting ("scharfe Rechnung" is depicted with dance-like qualities (triple meter, periodic phrase structure) and extended notes on "Lohn" to depict the former, many sharped notes, sharp rhythms (syncopations with leaps, accents on beat 2), and rising chromaticism to depict the latter—see, for example the word painting at "Qual und Hohn" (torment and derision), and the chromatic chord progression at mm. 18–24 or 54–60. The form is bipartite (no da capo).
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Allusion to biblical passages such as Jesus' words in Matthew 18:23: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants."
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The text alludes to biblical passages such as Luke 12:42–43, 47. And the Lord said, “Who then is the faithful and wise steward, whom his master will set over his household, to give them their portion of food at the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his master when he comes will find so doing… And that servant who knew his master’s will, but did not make ready or act according to his will, shall receive a severe beating.” 



J.S. Bach - Church Cantatas  BWV 45

31

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
80.

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
85.

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
91.

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
96.

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
C# minor

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
C# minor

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
E major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
E major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
F# minor

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G#7

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
F#7

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G# major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
B major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
B major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
F# major

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
B7

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
E# dim.7

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
E# dim.7

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
E# dim.7

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
E# dim.7

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Text painting: Extended diminished 7th chord for "torment and derision."
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Rising melody for "obedience leads to reward."
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Word painting: Long ascending melisma with leaps and chromatic inflection for "drohet" (threatens).
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The final statement of the threatened punishment is sung with continuo accompaniment alone, as if the singer has been abandoned. 
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●Judgment Day: Many rejected as evildoers: Matthew 7:22–23 (from the day's Gospel reading) (45/4). This is the central movement in a chiastic form (see note at 45/1). Here formal inversion reflects the reversal expressed in the text, which quotes Jesus in the day's Gospel reading (Vox Christi). The text is embedded in re-statements of the ritornello: (AM), AM-EM, EM // F#m-C#m, AM (for more on the form, see side notes below).
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25-37 (vocal insertion): EM
Jesus' Response
40-52 (vocal insertion): F#m-C#m 
57-69 (vocal insertion): AM
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melisma (see mm., 40, 45), Its beginning is imitated in canon by Vln II. Dürr writes, "a lively 
semiquaver motion...lends passionate emphasis 
to the threatening words" (Dürr/Jones, 463).
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The style is galant (fashionable) and theatrical. With patter diction, major keys, slow harmonic rhythm, and a busy instrumental ritornello (into which the vocal bass is embedded), the movement projects bluster on the part of the protesting nominal Christian (who boasts many accomplishments) and the authoritative judgment of Christ (the bass functioning as the Vox Christi in the second half of the movement).
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Two-part form after opening ritornello: 
A. Matthew 7:22 (the protest of nominal Christians), set in 2 sections: mm. 13–22 list 2 of the 3 "arguments," mm. 23–35 list all 3. Two ritornello statements with vocal insertion (AM-EM, EM). 
B. Matthew 7:23 (Jesus' response), set in 3 sections (mm. 37–41, 42–52, 54–69), with the 3rd section stating his response twice. Two ritornello statements with vocal insertion (F#m, AM)
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Bach repeats the word "Herr," presumably to signify a Trinitarian address and to stress the text's emphasis that a
verbal profession without corroborating deeds is insufficient. The teaching that faith must be heartfelt, corroborated by 
ethical behavior was especially important to Pietists in Bach's day.
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The nominal Christians give 2 of 3 arguments: 1) prophesying/speaking in Jesus' name, 2) casting out demons.
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Ritonello with vocal insertion ending, AM-EM.
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Matthew 7:22 repeated with the third argument added: they have done many good deeds in Jesus' name.
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The third argument is given: they have done many good deeds in Jesus' name.
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response is the turning 
point.)
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Jesus' response repeated with long melismas on "depart" and "all."
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Jesus response given again in a third section (matching the 3-fold "Lord" by the nominal Christians), but stated twice for a total of four times.
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"Plumbline" figure. See 45/1 (m. 55), 45/2 (m. 5).
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Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
1.

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
3.

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
6.

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
8.

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
10.

mpeau
Typewritten Text
Flute (with continuo)

mpeau
Typewritten Text
F# minor

Microsoft Account
Text Box
●Acknowledging Christ sincerely before men (45/5). Allusion to biblical passages such as Matthew 10:32–33 [Jesus]: "Every one who acknowledges me before men, 
also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven; but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven" and Romans 10:9–10: "If you confess with your lips (Luther 1545: Munde) that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For man believes with his heart and so is justified, and he confesses with his lips (Luther 1545: Munde) and so is saved." The emphasis in the aria text is that profession of faith is not mere lip service, but heartfelt. Alto is often the voice of the believing soul. See Petzoldt 1:541, 2:917. Compare also Cantata 147 ("Herz und Mund und Tat und Leben"). While this movement is predominantly comforting, the "either/or" of promised reward vs. threatened punishment heard in 45/3 reappears.
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The poem presents a stark
contrast between those whom
God rewards, and those he
judges harshly. This contrast
is reflected in the rhyme 
scheme: 
ABC-CBA. Thus,
the "either/or" of promised
reward vs. threatened 
punishment heard in 45/3 
reappears. But Bach repeats
the first 3 lines at the end in a sort of 
da capo, so that the aria begins and 
ends positively. 
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The flame-like figures in the flute presumably depict the ardor of the sincere heart.
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Word painting: Long melisma for "bekennen" (God's acknowledgment of the sincere believer).
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Now the flame-like flute line depicts the fires of
hell, as referenced in the text.
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Word painting: melisma for "eternally"
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●Judgment self-determined; God helps us do his will (45/6).
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Martin Petzoldt sees here an allusion to Psalm 41:4 (41:5 in German bible): "As for me, I said, “O Lord, be gracious to me; heal me (Luther 1545: heile meine Seele), for I have sinned against thee!” See Petzoldt, "Bach Kommentar" 1:190.

Microsoft Account
Highlight

Microsoft Account
Highlight

Microsoft Account
Highlight

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
The previous movement's theme that profession of faith must involve both heart and mouth (lips)," is continued here. Once again the text alludes to Romans 10:9–10: "If you confess with your lips (Luther 1545: Munde) that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For man believes with his heart and so is justified, and he confesses with his lips (Luther 1545: Munde) and so is saved." 
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Fx is editorial; F# would produce a phrygian cadence, typically employed for questions.
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Syllabic delivery of the text, which summarizes the theme of the cantata.
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●Prayer: Grant that I do thy will diligently (45/7). This is the second stanza of 8 (or 19) stanzas in the chorale "O Gott, du frommer Gott." In the context of the libretto, the chorale stanza acts as a catechismal response—a prayer for help to do God's expressed will ("dein Befehl" = "thy command[s]"). Thus, the stanza has a more specific application here than in the original chorale, which (taken as a whole) is a general prayer for daily righteousness. 
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In the hymn schedules used in
Leipzig at the time, this chorale 
was designated for the following
Sunday (the 9th Sunday
after Trinity). See Nicholas
Anderson's entry in "J. S. Bach.
Oxford Composer Companions"
(Oxford University Press, 1999),
p. 163.
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Apparent allusion to biblical passages such as Philippians 2:13: "For God is at work in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure." 
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